The spleen as a hematological organ.
The spleen has multiple roles in human physiology. Eitht major functions are discussed in this review (hematopoiesis, erythrocyte destruction, hormonal function in hematopoiesis, culling and pitting, platelet and leukocyte destruction, particulate removal, reservoir function, and immunologic function). Splenic trapping of red cells, and the concepts of hypersplenism, are major responsibilities of this organ. These aspects are placed in perspective for the reader.